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Introduction

Proper lighting and safety equipment on roads are essential for the optimal use of roadside services and the
timely, safe transportation of goods. Supplying electricity for road lighting, especially in remote and hard-to-
reach areas via the power grid, involves high costs for building power transmission infrastructure. Using
renewable energy enables electricity generation directly at the point of use and on a local scale. This approach
reduces transmission and distribution costs and significantly lowers the environmental impact associated with
fossil fuel-based electricity generation. Kermanshah province plays a key role in road transportation, yet most of
its roads lack lighting systems. The province has significant wind energy potential, but wind power has not been
utilized to supply electricity for road lighting. This suggests that installing small-scale wind turbines along the
roads could be a promising solution. This study aims to assess the wind energy potential for powering road
lighting and to prioritize the counties of Kermanshah province for installing small-scale wind turbines to supply
electricity to road lighting systems.

Materials and Methods

The main steps of the study include data collection, preparation of the wind atlas, identification of locations
with high wind potential, determination of effective factors and indicators for siting wind turbines, weighting of
these factors and indicators, scoring counties based on them, and finally ranking the counties for installing wind
turbines to supply electricity for the road lighting system using multi-criteria decision-making models. Using the
wind atlas, we evaluated wind energy potential within a 3 km buffer zone around roads and identified 46 points
with high wind potential. Based on these points, the counties of Kermanshah province were assessed and ranked
for installing small-scale turbines to power the road lighting system. The indicators considered to determine
suitable turbine locations included wind energy potential, distance from roads, traffic volume, distance from
high-voltage power lines, distance from protected areas, distance from rivers and flood-prone zones, distance
from faults, distance from residential areas, and land slope. Counties were scored on these indicators based on
previous studies and expert opinions. A decision-making matrix was created using these scores, and indicator
weights were calculated using Shannon entropy combined with expert evaluation. The SAW, TOPSIS,
ELECTRE, and VIKOR methods were then applied to rank and prioritize the counties.

Results and Discussion

The energy potential of wind, with a weight of 0.360, was the most important indicator for selecting locations
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for wind turbine installation and road lighting systems. Traffic and distance from the road were the next most
significant factors, with weights of 0.228 and 0.151, respectively. Kermanshah County had the highest wind
energy potential, featuring seven high-potential sites, while Sarpole Zahab and Qasr Shirin counties each had
only one suitable site, indicating lower wind potential. The top three counties in terms of wind energy potential
were Kermanshah, Ravansar, and Paveh. Kermanshah County also had the highest traffic volume, carrying the
greatest weight in that category. For distance from the road, Sanghar and Sahneh ranked first and second, with
unscaled weights of 0.094 and 0.070, respectively, and Kermanshah ranked third with 0.047. Kermanshah
County scored highest on all indicators except distance from faults and protected areas. Across all decision-
making methods, Kermanshah and Sanghar consistently ranked first and second. Overall, Kermanshah, Sanghar,
and Ravansar were prioritized as the top three counties for installing wind turbines to supply electricity for road
lighting systems.

Conclusion

According to the wind atlas, 46 points with suitable wind potential for the road lighting system were
determined. Based on multi-criteria decision-making methods, Kermanshah, Sanghar, and Ravansar counties
were prioritized for installing road lighting systems powered by wind turbines.
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1- Simple Additive Weighting (SAW)

2- Technique for Order Preference by Similarity to Ideal
Solution (TOPSIS)

3- Elimination et Choice Translating Reality
(ELECTRE)

4- Vlse Kriterijumsk Optimizacija Kompromisno
Resenje (VIKOR)
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Table 2- Scoring based on distance from roads
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Table 3- Scoring based on distance from residential areas
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Table 4- Scoring based on distance to protected areas

sawicblis gblo ;1 alold
Distance to protected areas (m)

0-500 500-1000

1000-1500 1500-2000 >2000

e
Score

3

5

7 9

s &8 > 1 86 (2 g5 sl 55 xSl Car
oai Ca Y Sl wpad Sk alse o sl Ol
4235 yolate yte Be e arbS Clallae bl 1o (3l ()95
s 5l aojlel (Jelokhani Niyaraki & Hajiloo, 2016)
03l HLis & Joda > e (20 j3 bl 5 By, I dlold

) 04D

O 3 SsS 03) 3ydie (3L ()9S S ol Sz ph

9 358 o Judl (oL g)lie By (o3Lj sLad (65 )9liS
Lol cosly Jgamo yoboas 1y (65,9l Cllas o) andls 53 ol o
J055 5 Sloeg Cumal Sl (Sl 5 (65y5liS ) b sblie L
g dlwl gblie (ol 3 (298 S1ye Hls (LYl g 5 035
sl 039a5xe (izren g L 5 (g)yeliS (pSN)] e394xe g0
b 455 15 )5 ookl bt sblie lyieds jlules! (sloojls



VPeF lmon F o lois IO s> (655l slopmislo a3 s OYY

i oByxe > blie 5 6liag) 5l adlold L 5l (2 jlael -0 Jga
Table 5- Scoring based on distance from river and flood-prone areas
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Table 6- Scoring based on distance from high voltage power lines
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Table 7- Scoring in terms of distance from faults
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Table 8- Scoring based on terrain slope
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Table 10- Weight of counties in terms of distance from roads
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Table 11- Weight of counties in terms of different criteria
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Fig.1. Score of counties in terms of wind energy potential
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Fig. 2. Weighting of wind turbine location selection indicators for road lighting systems
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Table 12- Scale-free weighted matrix
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Table 13- Final weight and priority of counties in terms of installing road lighting systems using wind energy
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